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Envimonmentsl Studdes | Anfropology
GLOBALIZATION
Richard Wilk and Josiah Heyman, Senes Editors

“There are two reasons to be interested in scavenging as a phenomenon. First, it is The
of significance in and of itself as a source of income for the wrban poor. Second, I | ] I

it is an examyile of the operation of what is sometimes termed the ‘nformal’ econ- i World S
omy. This book makes a significant contribution in both these senses. Policymalkers
interested in improving the well-being of scavengers and analysts interested in the
nature of the informal economy will learn a lot from this well-researched volume.®

NEVEIES

Martin Medina tells us that up to 2 pereent of the ulban population in developing eoun-

Salvaging for
Sustainable
Consumption and
Production

tries surdives by salvaging materials from waste for recyeling, which represents up to 64
million scavengers in the world todsy. Despite these numbers, we know little about the
impact of scavenging on the development of global capitalism. The suthor examines the
historical evalution of scavenging and its linkages with formal and informal s=ctor pro-
ductive activitics in capitalist and noncapitalist societies through case studies from
Mexico, Brazil, Colombia, Argentina, Egypt, the Philippines, and India. His new book rad-

ically alters popular perceptions on scavenging, demonstrating that scavenging is not
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primarily the activity of the poor, or even 8 strictly marginel activity; the economic
impact of scawenging is significamt and can increase industrial competitiveness; and
scavenging can be compatible with a sustainable waste maragement system. Scavenging
represents an adaptive response to powerty and can be 8 resource for cities, and its con-
tributions should be recognized and understood.

is the director of Broparque, Bl Colegio de la Frontera Norie,
Tijuana, Mexico.

For orders and information please comact the pubHsher
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Cover phiin: *Female dumpstte scavenger in Knlkats, ndla® by Jesica Koehs  Cover design by PiperE. Wallls BN TARVANAOOVE AND THE ENVIRONMENT
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